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The Crime and Policing Act 2026 became law on 29 April 2026. Its provisions will come into force in stages, with an initial phase expected from 29 June 2026, and it updates existing anti‑social behaviour legislation rather than replacing it entirely.”
The changes will enhance how Cobalt delivers a more effective anti-social behaviour service by providing additional tools and powers and strengthening existing ones that support customers who have been affected by:
· Anti-social behaviour 
· Violence against Women and Girls 
· Hate Crime
· Knife Crime 
What are the changes?
Respect Orders and Youth Injunctions will replace the existing Anti-Social Behaviour Injunctions (ASBI) under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. 
Although the legislation takes effect on 29 June 2026, Respect Orders will not be introduced nationwide until the pilot phase is complete. The government will confirm when the pilots begin and which regions will take part.

Comparison table of past, present and future ASB powers.
	Name of Order
	Respect Order 
	Housing Injunction 
	Youth Injunction
	Anti-Social Behaviour Injunction (ASBI)
	Anti-Social Behaviour Order (ASBO)

	Date
	2026 tbc
	2026 tbc
	2026 tbc
	2014 – 2026
	1998 - 2014

	Legislation
	Crime and Policing Act 2026
	Crime and Policing Act 2026
	Crime and Policing Act 2026 (as amended under sec 1 of Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2024)
	Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2024
	Crime and Disorder Act 1998

	Age range of respondent 
	From age 18
	From 18
	From age 10 to age 18
	From age 10 
	From age 10

	Court
	County Court 
	County Court 
	Youth Court 
	Adults - County Court 

Under 18 years old - Youth Court 
	Adults - Magistrates Court. 

Under 18 years old - Youth Court 

	Threshold 
	‘Behaviour that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress’. 
	For ASB in the community, 

‘Behaviour that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress’. 

For housing related ASB

‘Conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance’
 
	‘Conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance’
	For ASB in the community, 

‘Behaviour that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress’. 

For housing related ASB 

‘Conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance’
 
	‘Acted in a manner that caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons not of the same household’.


	Conditions
	Prohibitions to restrict anti-social behaviour. 

Can include an exclusion from the property regardless of tenure or household status.
	Prohibitions to restrict anti-social behaviour. 

Can include an exclusion from the property regardless of tenure or household status.
	Prohibitions to restrict anti-social behaviour. 

	Prohibitions to restrict anti-social behaviour.

Can include an exclusion from the property regardless of tenure or household status.
	Prohibitions to restrict anti-social behaviour.

	Positive requirements
	Respondents could be ordered to attend programs designed to support behavioural changes. 
	Respondents could be ordered to attend programs designed to support behavioural changes.
	Respondents could be ordered to attend programs designed to support behavioural changes.
	Respondents could be ordered to attend programs designed to support behavioural changes.
	

	Who can make an application for an order
	Housing Providers, Local Authorities and the Police. 
	Housing Providers, Local Authorities and the Police.
	Housing Providers, Local Authorities and the Police.
	Housing Providers, Local Authorities and the Police.
	Housing Providers, Local Authorities and the Police.

	Burden of proof 
	Because the order is by a civil application the burden of proof is based on the balance of probability 
	Because the order is by a civil application the burden of proof is based on the balance of probability
	Because the order is by a civil application the burden of proof is based on the balance of probability
	Because the order is by a civil application the burden of proof is based on the balance of probability
	Because the order is by a civil application the burden of proof is based on the balance of probability

	Breach 
	Breach is a criminal offence and automatically carries the power of arrest 
	Breach is not a criminal offence but is a contempt of court and is dealt with by summons unless the power of arrest is granted when the order is applied for
	Breach is not a criminal offence but is a contempt of court and is dealt with by summons unless the power of arrest is granted when the order is applied for
	Breach is not a criminal offence but is a contempt of court and is dealt with by summons unless the power of arrest is granted when the order was applied for
	Breach was a criminal offence and automatically carries the power of arrest.



	Burden of proof for a breach 
	A breach will need to be proved to the criminal standard of beyond reasonable doubt because it could result in imprisonment

	A breach will need to be proved to the criminal standard of beyond reasonable doubt because it could result in imprisonment

	A breach will need to be proved to the criminal standard of beyond reasonable doubt because it could result in imprisonment

	A breach had to be proved to the criminal standard of beyond reasonable doubt because it could result in imprisonment

	A breach had to be proved to the criminal standard of beyond reasonable doubt because it could result in imprisonment


	Possible penalties for breach 
	Imprisonment for up to 2 years

Community penalty 

Unlimited Fine 
	Committal to court, with possible imprisonment for up to 2 years.

A fine of an appropriate and proportionate amount 
	Detention order for up to 3 months. 

A supervision Order 
	For over 18 years olds:

Committal to court, with possible imprisonment for up to 2 years.

Unlimited Fine

Under 18 year olds:
Supervision Order
 
Curfew 

Detention Order for up to 3 months


	For over 18 years olds:

Imprisonment up to 5 years for 

Fine of up to £5000

Community Penalty 

Under 18 year olds:

Detention Order for up to 2 years. 

Referral Order 

Community Penalty Order 

Fine up to £1000

	Duration of order 
	No minimum 

Maximum is likely to be capped at 2 years. 

	No minimum 

Maximum is likely to be capped at 2 years. 

	No minimum

Maximum is capped at 12 months. 
	Adults:
No minim

Maximum – 
indefinitely. 

Under 18 year olds:
No minimum
Maximum length not to exceed 12 months. 
	For both adults and young people:
Minimum - 2 years 

Maximum – indefinitely. 







Other key points for orders:
Because breach of a Respect Order will be an arrestable offence, this will speed up the court process when dealing with breaches and bring immediate respite to the victims and witnesses of the anti-social behaviour. 
Before applying for a Respect Order, Youth Injunction or Housing Injunction, applicants (such as a Cobalt Housing) must carry out a risk assessment. This includes looking at the risk of harm to others, including vulnerabilities, the impact on victims, and any support needs of the person / people involved.
We also need to look at whether there are other ways to address the concerns and consider any equality issues, making sure everything has been properly considered before deciding to take enforcement action.
When applying for a Housing Injunction, the court can grant a Respect Order if they consider the behaviour is bad enough, without starting the application process again. 

Community Protection Notice (CPN), Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) and Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN)
A Community Protection Notice (CPN) is issued, after warnings, to individuals or organisations, who’s behaviour, directly or indirectly, is causing a detrimental, persistent and unreasonable effect on the quality of life for others. 
A Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO), are issued and implemented by local authorities. They serve to control unreasonable behaviour in specific area’s. 
To better tackle anti-social behaviour (ASB), the maximum Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) for breaches of Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs) and Community Protection Notices (CPNs) is being increased. This means stronger financial consequences for those who continue to cause disruption in our communities.
Currently, only local authorities and the police can issue CPNs and introduce PSPOs. Under proposed changes, powers may be extended through the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme (CSAS), allowing accredited officers — including those working with housing providers — to issue FPNs, subject to local agreement and strict protocols.
Before Cobalt can take on these powers, authorisation would be required from Liverpool City Council. National guidance from the Home Secretary will also ensure these powers are used fairly and proportionately.
These changes will help provide quicker, more effective responses to ASB and support safer, stronger communities.

Closure Powers
Currently, the police and local authorities can issue Closure Notices on premises linked to significant nuisance or disorder. These notices can close a property for up to 48 hours, during which time an application is made to the court for a Closure Order.
Under proposed legislative changes, housing providers may in future be granted powers to issue Closure Notices, subject to appropriate authorisation, legislation, and locally agreed protocols in partnership with the police and local authority.
During the notice period, occupants will be informed that a Closure Order is being sought. In addition, the timeframe to apply to the court for a Closure Order may be extended from 48 hours to 72 hours, taking into account weekends and public holidays.
These changes aim to provide a more timely and effective response, offering quicker protection and relief to victims of anti-social behaviour.

ASB Case Review – Your Right to Be Heard
If you are experiencing ongoing anti-social behaviour (ASB), you have the right to request an ASB Case Review. This brings together agencies such as Cobalt, LCC and police to review your case and agree if further action is necessary and if so what that action will be and which professional / organisation is responsible for delivering the action. 
A new ‘Local Policing Body’ (LPB) Review has been introduced as the next step when outcomes from case reviews are challenged. 
You can request an LPB Review if: 
· Your request for an ASB Case Review was declined, or
· You are unhappy with how your review was handled.
The changes mean that victims are put at the fourth front of tackling ASB and are empowered to challenge how their concerns have been addressed.  
Seizure of vehicles linked to anti-social behaviour
While Cobalt Housing do not have powers to seize vehicles, changes are being made that strengthen police powers to seize vehicles immediately that are used in ASB incidents; therefore, providing faster relief for our customers and supporting Cobalt in creating safer communities. 

















